He stretched out his aim, and lus thumb bt ushc d against
my neck
'Now have you got it'*'
He broke into a laugh Then, without futthcr ado, he
went on
'I must go and get that 'bus of mine '
We made oui way to the gaiage Stekhanov sat down
at the wheel of an antiquated taxi I took the scat beside
him, and we sot ofl
cTell me about Uugcrn,' 1 said
'The Baron?*
'Yes  How did he become a gonei alr>*
cHe was promoted by Scmionov He was in command
of a division, but he never act opted either Liu ataman's
authority or Kolchak's lie established himself at Dauna,
and you may take my word foi it that nobody tvei went
to see what he was doing there Everybody was afraid of
him People called him "the (Vat ol Dauria" ox "th< god
of Dauna" We officers went to ground as soon as we
caught sight of him He was quite capable ol talking to
you nicely, and then shooting you out of hand Some of
his officers descitcd him and went and enlisted with
Kolchak or Semionov A little later the Baion let it be
known that supplementary pay was due to any oi the
officers who had left him li they presented themselves at
Dauna A few of them turned up Ungein put them into
pnson. He left them there three days The Baton liked
stringing out his amusement lie went to see them He
talked to them like comrades He promised to let them
go the next day That very night he had all ol them
shot /
As Stekhanov talked, he kept his eyes open ioi fares
We took two men to the Opera, two others to the Garc
du Nord, and a man and a woman to an hotel  After
every journey we looked to see whcthci the fares had
left anything behind them in the taxi  Then we went and
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